8th grade


Vocabulary #1

1. Matter: anything that takes up space and has mass. (p. 40)

2. Element: substance that cannot be broken down into simpler substances. (p. 9)

3. Mendeleev: published the first version of the periodic table of elements, arranged elements by atomic mass, Russian chemist

4. Atom: smallest part of element, composed of a nucleus (proton & neutron) and electron (From the Greek atomos "unable to be cut")
5. Atomic Mass: average mass of an atom of an element it is the sum of the protons and neutrons of an atom
6. Atomic Number: number of protons in the nucleus of each atom of a given element; is the top number in the periodic table. (p. 21)

7. Group: a set of chemical elements classified according to the vertical column they occupy in the periodic table. There are 18 such groups, and elements in the same group have similar properties. (p. 99)

8. Period: row in periodic table: a horizontal row of elements in the periodic table whose properties change gradually and predictably.

9. Metal: element that is malleable, ductile, a good conductor of electricity, and generally has a shiny or  metallic luster. (pp. 22, 102)

10. Nonmetal: element that is usually a gas or brittle solid at room temperature and is a poor conductor of heat and electricity. (pp. 23, 102)
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