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Eighth Grade Science

                                                 Mrs. Baker
Welcome to Eighth Grade Science!

Eighth Grade Science investigates physics and chemistry. Science as Inquiry will guide all of our investigations. All of our content reflects the standards set forth in the Arizona State Science Standards for eighth grade science. 

Preparing students for the world in which they live (and eventually will work) is extremely important.  Students need to learn how to become effective problem-solvers in real-world situations.  Therefore, in this classroom, as we learn science we will identify how it applies to our lives. In addition to reading and discussing science content, we will design and carry out meaningful activities and draw conclusions based on our experiences.    You might help your child to understand the importance of science in everyday life by showing how science is found in almost everything we do, from cooking with a recipe to fixing the family car with a metric wrench.
Resources:

We will use many different resources throughout the year.  Web-based activities, exemplary curricula, computer applications and traditional print materials will be included in the tools we use to explore science.  Much of our class time will be spent in active laboratory activities.  Our textbooks are Glencoe Science Nature of Matter, Motion & Forces, and Chemistry.  As part of the Glencoe curriculum, our students have access to the Glencoe web site and resources.  The web site is www.glencoe.com . 

Homework:

Homework is a valuable tool for students to practice a particular concept. There is homework every night. However, we are on an A/B schedule, so every A day there will be science homework.  If you are unsure as to when and what the homework is, you can go to my website, www.thesciencequeen.net and access the 8th grade homework section.  This section lists what the homework is and when it is due. We have a test at the end of every unit. Students are expected to write down all homework in their agendas. Look in the agenda to see when a test or quiz is coming up or what homework is due and when. 

Grades:

Grades are divided into 2 categories: major grades and daily grades.  Major grades consist of tests, projects, and laboratory activities that require the student to use multiple science skills or take several days.  They make up 60% of the total grade.  Daily grades are given to assignments that are less involved or are completed entirely within one class period. They include quizzes, reviews, bell work, homework, and short activities and make up 40% of the total grade.

Classroom Rules:

1. Come to class prepared

2. No eating in class, including food, candy, and gum.

3. Be punctual! Be in the seat when the bell rings.

4. Be respectful of self, staff, peers, and property.

5. No talking without permission.
Discipline Procedures:

1. The first time one of the five rules is broken, you will receive a “friendly warning. It is not part of warning, call, and consequence. An exception will be made if the broken rule results in unsafe behavior.
2. If a discipline issue occurs, I will speak to the student about it and this is considered a FORMAL warning.

3. If a third discipline issue occurs, parents will receive a phone call from me as well as an ASD. 

4. The consequence for further disciplinary measures will be a referral to the office.

Supplies

Students should always bring the following to class:

· Pencil & blue or black pen

· Lined binder paper

· Two or three inch three ring binder

· Manual pencil sharpener

· Colored pencils

· Composition notebook

Communication:

Please call the school at 836-7310 to arrange a conference. I am also available by email –geneva.baker@cgelem.k12.az.us .  I check my school email several times a day.  I will be setting up an email distribution list for parents. If you wish to be included on this list, please email me.

Please detach these pages and keep as a reference.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Signatures:

Please detach this page before returning.

I will be sending home books.  You have the option of your child either bringing home a textbook or a CD, which has the entire textbook on it.  Please indicate which one you would like your student to bring home. If the book or CD is damaged or lost, there is a $20 replacement fee. 

_______ Please send home a TEXTBOOK with my child.

_______ Please send home the CD which has the entire textbook on it as well as

   additional resources.

 I have read the information provided to me about eighth grade science.

Parent:_________________________________________________________________

Student:________________________________________________________________

Date:___________________________________________________________________
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