7th grade Science


Vocabulary 4

1. Volcano: an opening in the Earth’s crust through which molten rock, rock fragments, and hot gases erupt

2. Lava: molten rock that reaches the Earth’s surface through a volcano

3. Magma: molten rock below the Earth’s surface

4. Tectonics:  the process in which the motion of hot material under a crust changes

the crust of a planet (The word tecktōn comes from the German word for builder)

5. Fault: a fracture in the Earth’s lithosphere along which blocks of rocks move past

each other

6. Stress: the force applied by an object pressing on, pulling on, or pushing against

another object

7. Earthquake: the shaking of the ground caused by the sudden movement of large

blocks of rocks along a fault

8. Crust: a thin outer layer of rock above a planet’s mantle, including all dry land &

ocean basins

9. Mantle: the layer of rock between the Earth’s outer core & crust in which rock is

hot enough to flow in convection currents

10. Core: the centermost layer of the Earth, a solid sphere of metal, mostly iron &

nickel.
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