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Co n s t e l l a t i o n s  
Constellations are formed 
of bright groups of stars 
which appear close to each 
other on the sky, but are 
really far apart in space.  
The shapes you see all 
depend on your point of 
view. 
Circumpolar constellations 
are viewed all year long.  

http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/the_universe/Constellations/constellations2.html


Ur s a  M a jo r   

Ursa Major is probably the 
most famous constellation, 
with the exception of Orion. 
Also known as the Great Bear, 
it has a companion called Ursa 
Minor, or Little Bear.  
The body and tail of the bear 
make up what is known as the 
Big Dipper.  
Most of the constellation is 
circumpolar, which means it 
can be viewed all year long. 
However, parts of the legs will 
disappear from the sky in the 
fall and reappear in the 
winter.  
 

 
 
 

  

http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/the_universe/Constellations/constnavi.html
http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/the_universe/images/starmaps/map_ursa_major_jpg_image.html


Ur s a  M a jo r  M y t h  
Zeus, King of the Gods, fell in love with the beautiful Callisto, a young woman who was a 
hunter.  When Hera, Zeus' wife, heard of what has happening she was furious and set out after 
Callisto.  On finding her, Hera said, "Your beauty, of which my husband speaks so tenderly, is no 
more!"  Whereupon Hera changes Callisto into a bear.  Hera left Callisto with her human feelings 
rather than those of a bear.  Callisto roamed the forest day and night in constant fear of the 
hunters and in fear of other wild beasts, although she was now one.  
    One day Callisto found herself face-to-face with a young and handsome hunter and suddenly 
recognized him as her son, Arcas.  She raised up on her hind legs to embrace her son.  Thinking that 
the bear was about to attack him, Arcas raised his spear and was about to hurl it and kill his 
mother.  Zeus happened to be looking down on the scene from his position on Mt. Olympus and 
instantly turned Arcas into a bear also.  Zeus then grasped each bear by its tail and tugged and 
tugged until he had managed to lift both high into the sky, Callisto as Ursa Major and her son Arcas 
as Ursa Minor.  This tugging of tails over such a long journey through the sky, stretched both tails 
and explains why our celestial bears, unlike earthly ones, have long tails.  The tail of Arcas became 
even longer since he was continuously swung around the sky by the end-star in his tail, Polaris.  
    On discovering that her husband had given Callisto and Arcas honored places in heaven, Hera was 
furious.  She went down to Earth to visit her friend the ocean god, Oceanus.  "How dare Zeus give 
these two an honored place in heaven?" Hera fumed.  "They have now displaced me, Queen of Heaven, 
from my place in the sky.  I ask you forever keep these two penned so that they may never wander 
far."  
    Oceanus was sympathetic and promised that he would grant Hera her wish.  He would see to it that 
"the couple never would be permitted to enter our water in their wandering," in other words, that the 
bears forever would be forbidden to set below the horizon of the sea as other constellations do.  To 
this day both the Lesser Bear and the Greater Bear are held high in the sky near the Pole Star, 
never permitted to sink beneath the sea horizon.  

 



Ur s a  M a jo r  &  M in o r  
S u m m a r y  

Immortals: 
 Hera & Zeus 

Mortals: 
Calisto & Arcus 

Myth: 
Zeus loved Calisto, but Hera 

became jealous and turned her 
into a bear. Her son, Arcus, 
tried to kill her & Zeus turned 
Arcus into a bear as well. 



Ca s s e o p ia   

Nickname “The Queen” 
Another story says that for 
her bragging, Cassiopeia was 
chained to her throne and 
placed in the sky to circle the 
North Star.  At times she is 
hanging upside down in a most 
undignified position as a 
warning to all.  
The Romans called her the 
Woman of the Chair.  
To the Arabs, she was the 
Lady in the Chair.  
Cassiopeia is a northern 
circumpolar constellation, so it 
can be viewed all year long.  
 
 

 
 
 



Ca s s io p e ia - t h e  v a in  
q u e e n  

Cassiopeia was the wife of Cepheus, the Ethiopian king of Joppa (now known as 
Jaffa, in Israel), and the mother of Andromeda. The queen was both beautiful 
and vain, and the story of how her vanity caused great distress is told in relation 
to the constellation Andromeda.  
After promising her daughter in marriage to Perseus, Cassiopeia had second 
thoughts. She convinced one of Poseidon's sons, Agenor, to disrupt the ceremony 
by claiming Andromeda for himself. Agenor arrived with an entire army, and a 
fierce struggle ensued.  
In the battle Cassiopeia is said to have cried "Perseus must die". At any rate it 
was Perseus who was victorious, with the help of the Gorgon's head.  
• Perseus had recently slain Medusa, the Gorgon, and had put its head in a bed 

of coral. He retrieved the head and waved it in midst of the warring wedding 
party, instantly turning them all to stone. In the group was both Cepheus and 
Cassiopeia.  

A contrite Poseidon put both father and mother in the heavens. But because of 
Cassiopeia's vanity, he placed her in a chair which revolves around the Pole Star, 
so half the time she's obliged to sit upside down.  

 



Ca s s io p e ia  
Im m o r t a ls :  
– P o s e id o n  

Mo r t a ls  
– P e r s e u s  
– An d r o m e d a  
– Ca s s io p e ia  
– Ce p h e u s  

S u m m a r y  
– Ca s s io p e ia  b r a g g e d  t h a t  

s h e  & h e r  d a u g h t e r  w e r e  
m o r e  b e a u t if u l t h a n  t h e  
s e a  n y m p h s .  P o s e id o n  s e n t  
a  m o n s t e r  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  
t o w n .   Ev e n t u a lly ,  
Ca s s io p e ia  w a s  t u r n e d  t o  
s t o n e .  



Ce p h e u s   

Ce p h e u s  i s  o n e  o f  
t h e  o ld e s t  
co n s t e l l a t i o n s  in  
t h e  n ig h t  s k y .   
He  i s  a  
c i r cu m p o la r  
co n s t e l l a t i o n ,  
c i r c l i n g  a r o u n d  
t h e  No r t h  St a r  a l l  
y e a r  l o n g .   

 
 



Kin g  Ce p h e u s  

This house-shaped constellation is named after an ancient 
king of a land called Ethiopia (different from the current 
country, Ethiopia). He was married to the beautiful 
Cassiopeia and had a daughter, Andromeda.  
In Greek mythology, Cassiopeia boasted that she and her 
daughter were more beautiful than the Nereids. They 
complained to the sea god Poseidon, who sent a monster to 
destroy Cepheus' land. The king and queen offered their 
daughter to the monster, but she was saved by Perseus. All 
four people, along with the monster, are represented in the 
sky by constellations.  

 

http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/mythology/andromeda.html&edu=high
http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/the_universe/Constellations/circumpolar/cassiopeia.html&edu=high
http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/the_universe/Constellations/cetus.html&edu=high
http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/mythology/perseus.html&edu=high


Ce p h e u s  

Im m o r t a ls :  
– P o s e id o n  

Mo r t a ls  
– P e r s e u s  
– An d r o m e d a  
– Ca s s io p e ia  
– Ce p h e u s  

S u m m a r y  
– Ca s s io p e ia ’s  

h u s b a n d  



Cy g n u s  
Th e  S w a n  

Cy g n u s ,  t h e  S w a n ,  is  a ls o  
k n o w n  a s  t h e  No r t h e r n  
Cr o s s  b e c a u s e  o f  it ' s  
s h a p e .  Th e  t a il o f  t h e  s w a n  
is  m a r k e d  b y  t h e  b r ig h t  
s t a r  De n e b ,  Ar a b ic  f o r  "t a il".  
Th r e e  f a in t e r  s t a r s  c r o s s  
t h e  lin e  b e t w e e n  De n e b  a n d  
t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  s w a n ,  
Alb ir e o .  Cy g n u s  f lie s  
s o u t h w a r d  a lo n g  t h e  
s u m m e r  Milk y  Wa y ,  a n d  
in t o  t h e  S u m m e r  Tr ia n g le .  
De n e b  is  a  b r ig h t ,  b lu e  
s u p e r g ia n t  s t a r ,  v e r y  
y o u n g  a s  s t a r s  g o .   
 
 

http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/the_universe/Deneb.html
http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/the_universe/Milkyway.html


Cy g n u s  

Th e  id e n t it y  o f  Cy g n u s  is  u n c e r t a in .  He  
c o u ld  b e  Ze u s  in  t h e  g u is e  in  w h ic h  h e  
s e d u c e d  Le d a ,  t h e  m o t h e r  o f  He le n  o f  
Tr o y .   
In  o n e  m y t h ,  Cy g n u s  is  a  f r ie n d  o f  
P h a e t h o n ,  t h e  s o n  o f  Ap o llo ,  t h e  s u n  
g o d .  P h a e t h o n  f e ll in t o  t h e  r iv e r  
Er id a n u s ,  t r y in g  t o  d r iv e  t h e  s u n -g o d s  
c h a r io t .  Cy g n u s  d o v e  r e p e a t e d ly  in t o  
t h e  w a t e r  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  P h a e t h o n .  Ou t  
o f  p it y ,  Ze u s  t u r n e d  t h e  b o y  in t o  a  
s w a n .  

http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/mythology/zeus.html
http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/mythology/Definitions_gods/Apollo_def.html
http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/the_universe/Constellations/eridanus.html


Cy g n u s  

Im m o r t a ls  
– Ap o llo  

Mo r t a ls  
– Cy g n u s  
– P h a e t o n  

S u m m a r y  
– P h a e t o n  is  s h o t  o u t  o f  

t h e  s k y  w h ile  t r y in g  t o  
d r iv e  Ap o llo ’s  c h a r io t .  
Cy g n u s  d iv e s  r e p e a t e d ly  
in t o  t h e  r iv e r  t o  s a v e  
h is  f r ie n d .   Ze u s  t u r n s  
Cy g n u s  in t o  a  s w a n  o u t  
o f  p it y .  



Or io n  
Orion, the Hunter, is by far the 
most famous seasonal 
constellation. No other is more 
distinct or bright as this 
northern winter constellation. 
The famous Orion's Belt makes 
the hunter easy to find in the 
night sky.  
Orion looks very much like a 
person. First, you should spot 
Orion's Belt, which is made of 
three bright stars in a straight 
line. One of Orion's legs is 
represented by the bright star 
Rigel, one of the brightest stars 
in the night sky. His two 
shoulders are made of the stars 
Bellatrix and Betelgeuse.  
The famous Orion Nebula is 
located in Orion's sword, which 
hangs from the belt. It is so 
bright, that even the naked eye 
can see the fuzzy patch 

 
 

http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/the_universe/Constellations/constnavi.html
http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/the_universe/rigel.html
http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/the_universe/betelgeuse.html


Or io n  t h e  Hu n t e r  
Orion is the master of the winter skies. He lords over the 
heavens from late fall to early spring, with his hunting dog 
Sirius trailing at his feet.  
 
Many different civilizations saw this constellation 
in the sky. The most famous stories come from 
Greek and Roman myths. Orion was a famed 
hunter, and in one story boasted that no creature 
could kill him. Hera then sent a scorpion to sting 
the hunter. Orion smashed the animal with his 
club, but not before he was poisoned. Both are now 
on opposite sides of the sky. They cannot be seen 
at the same time.  

 

http://www.dibonsmith.com/ori_con.gif
http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/the_universe/Constellations/summer/scorpio.html


Or io n  

Im m o r t a ls  
– He r a  

Mo r t a ls  
– Or io n  

S u m m a r y  
– Or io n  b r a g g e d  t h a t  

n o  a n im a l c o u ld  k ill 
h im .  He r a  s e n t  a  
s c o r p io n  w h o  d id .  



Sco r p iu s  

More than any other 
constellation, Scorpius 
resembles it's given name. 
Scorpius crawls across the 
southern sky, close to the 
horizon.  
The bright star Antares 
marks the heart of the 
arachnid, and it's long curving 
tail trails to the south. The 
scorpion once had claws, but 
they were cut off by Julius 
Ceasar to form the 
constellation Libra.  
Scorpious is a Summer 
constellation. 
 

http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/the_universe/antares.html


Th e  Sco r p io n  

Scorpius represents death, darkness, and everything that we 
look on as evil.  
Orion Boasted that so great was his might and skill as a 
hunter that he could kill all the animals on the face of the 
Earth.  Hera was alarmed at such a boastful and 
inappropriate statement.  Hera decided that Orion must be 
killed just in case he might one day decide to carry out his 
boast.  So Hera to sting Orion.  As mighty as Orion was, 
after only a brief battle, the scorpion managed to deliver 
the hunter a deadly sting.  Scorpius stung Orion on the heel 
(at the star Rigel).  Orion and the scorpion were given 
honored places in the sky, but they were placed at opposite 
ends of the great sky dome so that they would never engage 
in battle again.  Although there are other storied about how 
Orion met his death, this one is the most common.  

 



Sco r p iu s  -  S u m m a r y  

Im m o r t a ls :  
– He r a  
Mo r t a ls  
– Or io n  
My t h  
– Or io n  b o a s t e d  n o  

a n im a l c o u ld  k ill 
h im .  

– He r a  s e n t  a  
s c o r p io n  w h o  d id .  

 

  

http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/mythology/images/scorpius_big_jpg_image.html


Ur s a  M a jo r  
Ur s a  Min o r  

Ur s a  Ma jo r  
– Big  Dip p e r  
– Gr e a t  Be a r  
 

 Ur s a  Min o r  

Lit t le  Dip p e r  

Lit t le  Be a r  

  

http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/mythology/images/ursa_major_navajo_big_jpg_image.html


Dr a co   
Ca s s io p e ia  

Dr a c o   
– Dr a g o n  

 
Ca s s io p e ia  
– Va in  Qu e e n  

  

http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/mythology/images/draco_dragon_big_jpg_image.html


Ce p h e u s  
P e r s e u s  

Ce p h e u s  
– Kin g  

 
P e r s e u s  
– Th e  h e r o  

  

http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/mythology/images/perseus_constellation_jpg_image.html


A n d r o m e d a  
Ge m in i 

An d r o m e d a  
– Th e  c h a in e d  

m a id e n  
 

 
Ge m in i 
– Th e  t w in s  

  

http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/mythology/images/perseus_vatican_jpg_image.html


Or io n  
Ca n is  Ma jo r  

Or io n  
– Th e  h u n t e r  

Ca n is  Ma jo r  
– Or io n ’s  Do g  



Cy g n u s  
Le o  

Cy g n u s  
– No r t h e r n  Cr o s s  
– S w a n  

Le o  
– Th e  lio n  

  



He r cu le s  
P e g a s u s  
S c o r p iu s  

Ca n c e r  

He r c u le s  
– Th e  s t r o n g m a n  

P e g a s u s  
– Th e  w in g e d  h o r s e  

S c o r p iu s  
– Th e  s c o r p io n  

Ca n c e r  
– Th e  c r a b  

  

http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/mythology/images/scorpius_big_jpg_image.html
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